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political	 order	 was	 viewed	 as	 a	 gift	 from	 God,	 and	 a	 reward	 for	
Christian	 obedience.	Yet	 the	 book	 illustrates	 this	 preference	with	 a	
nice	 twist,	by	 telling	 the	story	of	how	pre-revolutionary	Dorchester	
was	 transformed	 by	 Puritans	 in	 ecclesiastical	 and	municipal	 power	
from	a	den	of	vice	into	an	ordered,	godly	society	which	was	safe	for	
children,	the	elderly,	the	sick,	and	the	poor.	
As	 this	 is	 a	 book	 written	 for	 a	 popular	 audience,	 Spencer’s	
immensely	erudite	account	of	 the	history	of	church-state	and	papal/
Episcopal-monarchical	relations	in	Part	I	is	unique	in	the	contemporary	
book	market.	 Spencer	 begins	 with	 the	millennium	 before	 Tyndale,	
starting	with	the	biblically-based	law-code	of	Wihtred,	Anglo-Saxon	
king	of	Kent	in	695	CE,	before	moving	on	to	the	time	of	Alfred	the	
Great.	 While	 Bede	 at	 this	 time	 conceived	 of	 the	 English	 (Anglo-









Wales,	 Ireland	and	Scotland,	and	 indeed	 for	 the	growth	of	English/
British	imperialism.	
Spencer	 then	 moves	 on	 to	 later	 medieval	 history,	 explaining	
with	clarity	the	central	importance	of	Pope	Gelasius’	formula	of	two	
swords	 of	 government.	 He	 highlights	 the	 potential	 of	 this	 formula	












could	not	now	appeal	 to	 the	 institutional	church.	Spencer	 is	clearly	
favourable	 to	 the	Geneva	Bible,	with	 its	marginal	 notes	 supporting	
political	 resistance,	and	also	manages	 to	show	readers	a	glimpse	of	
the	biblical	battles	at	 stake	 in	 the	English	Revolution.	Of	particular	
interest	is	the	figure	of	Oliver	Cromwell	who,	as	head	of	state,	wearied	
of	 different	 parties	wanting	 religious	 liberty	 for	 themselves	but	 not	





yet	 vigorous	 use	 of	 the	Bible	 from	 the	 rise	 of	 evangelicalism	until	
today.	Here,	 the	book	needs	 to	distinguish	more	clearly	 the	decline	
after	 the	Restoration	of	elite	 ‘biblical	politics’,	 and	 the	 later	 rise	of	




these	 campaigns	 were	 integral	 to	 Protestant	 support	 for	 feminism:	
women	 such	 as	 Josephine	 Butler	 and	 Christabel	 Pankhurst,	 who	
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spearheaded	 first-wave	 feminism,	 are	 not	 even	 named,	 but	 remain	
silenced.	This	omission	is	odd	in	a	book	which	has	extolled	Locke’s	
doctrine	 of	 natural	 equality.	 This	 oddness	 is	 further	 compounded	
by	 Spencer’s	 negative	 treatment	 of	 the	 successful	 Victorian	




There	 are	 further	 problematic	 omissions	 for	 a	 book	 on	 politics	
and	 the	 English	 Bible.	Although	 due	 treatment	 is	 given	 to	Anglo-
Catholicism	 and	 Christian	 socialism,	 it	 is	 only	 their	 influence	 on	
twentieth-century	 elite	 Anglican	 politics	 that	 is	 discussed.	 Also	
unexplored	is	the	fact	that	both	Anglican	and	Nonconformist	colleges	
all	 accepted	 biblical	 criticism	 in	 the	 period	 1880–95,	 thus	 driving	
a	 wedge	 between	 academic	 biblical	 exegesis	 and	 that	 of	 ordinary	















with	 eugenics	 in	 the	 early	 twentieth	 century,	which	 paved	 the	way	
for	 the	 Abortion	 Act	 and	 its	 many	 bioethical	 consequences,	 and	




but	 it	 does	 mean	 that	 debates	 concerning	 human	 dignity	 urgently	
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require	explicit	biblical	and	 theological	 resourcing	 in	contemporary	
England,	not	to	mention	the	rest	of	the	United	Kingdom.	
This	book	is	strongest	when	making	its	argument	about	freedom	
and	order,	 especially	 for	 the	 period	 before	 the	 late	 eighteenth/early	
nineteenth	century.	What	it	does	not	do	is	show	enough	about	the	role	
of	 the	 Bible	 in	modern	 civil	 society.	 Nevertheless,	 it	 is	 splendidly	
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In	 the	 popular	 mind	 the	 term	 ‘advocacy’	 is	 primarily	 associated	










interesting	 and	well-informed	manner	 by	George	Gammack,	 social	
worker,	minister	of	the	Church	of	Scotland,	and	professional	advocate.	
What	 is	 interesting	 and	 unique	 in	 his	 approach	 is	 that	 he	 has,	
as	 he	 says,	 ‘taken	 the	 character	 of	Moses	 and	 the	 biblical	 story	 of	
advocacy	for	the	people	in	their	liberation	from	Egypt,	along	with	the	
New	Testament	promise	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	the	advocate	as	helper	and	
T
